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5. Love is the True Motive

Elissavet Christidou

The two most important commandments that include all the others, according to Matthew 22.36-40, are:

1. Loving God the Father exclusively: Luke 10.27a.

2. Loving others as we would like to be loved: Luke 10.27b.
Our declaration of faith to Jesus has as a result a relationship with God: 

I John 4.16b-19, 21.

A. There are two ways to relate to God: 

1. Master - servant relationship, characterized by fear of punishment and 

works of the flesh: I John 4.18.

2. Father - child relationship, like in the loving family, sealed with love and 

discipline, courage and confidence: I John 4.16b-18a, 19-21.

B. Loving the Father means loving His children. 

Three levels of love:

a) The old commandment - neighbor love: Leviticus 19.18 and Matthew 

22.39.

b) The new commandment - exhortation, brother love: John 13.34.

c) The perfect love - complete unity: John 17.20-23, 26. 

